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Philip. iv. 8. 


Finally, Brethren, whatſoever things are true, 
whatſoever things are honeſt, whatſoever 


things are juit,, whatſoever things are pure, 
whatſoever things are lovely, 4-1 ras 
things are of good report ; if there be any 
vertue, and if there be any praiſe, think on 
theſe things. 


'Have the two laſt Lord's Days, made it my 
| buſineſs to treat of this Text, in a way that I 
thought did moſt tend to the informing your 
Judgments : Andto that purpoſe I have raiſed ſeveral 
Obſervations, and drawn feveral Inferences from ir. 
I mean now to Treat of it in another way, and 
to apply my felt wholly to the preſſing you to the 
Pra&tice of it. | 
* And deed the Nature of the Sermon I am to 
make, -doth call for this from me. For I am now 
ro take my leave of you; this being the laft time in 
all probability that F ſhall Preach among you as your 
Miniſter : And therefore I ſuppoſe good Advice and 
Exhortation will more become me at this time, than 
a cloſe Diſcourſe upon a Text. | 
And yet, my 'Fext doth afford matter enough, 
without ſtraining it, for ſuch a purpoſe : Nor indeed 
_do_ 
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do I know a Text in the Bible, that I could more 
willingly pitch. upon to leave with you, -as the laſt 
advice | would give you, and as the Sum and Con- 
clulion of my Preaching amorig you ; than theſe 
Words of St. Paul I have now read to you, 

| Ler me therefore at this time addreſs my (elfto you 
all; as \the Apoſtle'here'did ar the iconcluſion of: his 
Epiltle to the Philippians, Finglly Brethren mbetſoguer 
things are true, &G , _ : 

Here are a great many things recommended by the 
Apoſtle to our thoughts and purſuit. - If we would 
make a diſtribution of rheti;' I. believe chey will all 
naturally enough fall under theſe Four Heads. For the 
things here recommended are not ſo many as the words 
by which theyare exprellit; there being ſeveral Words 
uſed in this Enumeration, that arg of , the ſame im- 
partance, and ſeem to expreſs much the ſame thing, 

_Ehe, Four Heags | would reduce them to are theſe, 
. c:1,;1 4 Confignt Adberence tothe true Religion, . 
Il... Honeſty and:Juſtice in onr Dealings. 
NI., 4 Life of ftrict Purity, in oppoſition to Senlu- 
ality and Lewdnels. | 11 


: 


IV; The Adorninz the DoFtrme-of Gyd wedo profeſs, 


by' the conſtant Prattice of every other\thing that is Virtu- 
avs ar. Compmendable , or well, thought of by Mankind, 
This, as I take it,..45:a/ fair accqunr of the_Parts 


of this Text: and theſe I {hall make che Heads. of ay 


tollowing Exhortation. 


[ begin wich the firſk, Finally. my Brethren what-. 


ſoever things are true, think an, thoſe things. 14 
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The Truths that $. Paul here exhorts them to think 

on are. undoubtedly the. Truths of the Goſpel of Jeſus 

Chriſt which he had delivered to them. Thele he 

would have them to think upon, and perliſt in, and 

never to be prevailed upon by any Temptation to 
depart from _ 

Let me now apply this Advice of his to you. It 
is the particular Bleſſing of God to this Kingdom, 
and an ineſtimable Blefling ir is, that he has nor on- 
ly vouchſafed us the Light of his Goſpel for many 

cars, but He has alſotaken Care that the Truths of ir 
{hould be delivered to us with greater Purity and Sin- 
cerity, and freer from the mixtures of Errour than 
ro moſt, I was going to ſay, than to any other Peo- 
ple in the World, 

If ic lay in your way to make obſervations concern- 
ing the State of Religion in other Countreys; nay or 
bur to read the Accounts that are given of it: Iam 
ſure you would be convinced how exceedingly happy 
we of this Churchare, above all the other Churches 
in Chriſtendom, 

O therefore let us all firmly adhere to the Truths 
we have been taught; to the Truths we have. hitherto 
made Profeſſion, of, And let us firmly adhere to that 
Church which hath held forth theſe Truths co us,. and 
caught us this Profeſſion,  .__ |. | 

We.do nor pretend that any Chiuch is lafallile,and 
therefore not ours: Bu this, wedare fay..and ws can 
juſtifie ; that if we take our meaſures concerningclic 
Truths ot. Religion fromche Rules of che Holy Setip- 
tures, ang the Plactorm of, the Primicive:Chutghes: 


the 
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"the Church of England's undoubtedly Both as to Do- 
'Etrine and Worſhip, the Pureſt Church thar is at this 


day in the World; the moſt Orthodox in Faith, and 


'the freeft on the one hand from [dolatry and Superſti- 
tion, and.on the other hand from Freakiſhneſs and En- 


thuſiaſm of any now extanr. | | 

Nay I do farther ſay with great ſeriouſneſs, and as 
one that expectsto be called.co account ar the dreadful 
Ttibunal of God for what I now fay,if I do not ſpeak 
in ftacerity:; That I do in my Conſcience believe, 
that if the Religion of Jeſus Chriſt, as it is deliver'd 
in the New TeRtament be the true Reliprorr (as Tam 
certain it is :) / Fhen the*Communiiorr ot the Church 
of England is a ſafe way to Salvation, and the ſafeſt 
of any I know in the World. | 

And therefore I do'exhorrt you all in the Name of 
God, ſtedfaſtly to hold and to perſevere in this Com- 
munon. 

Here you have the Things that are true. Think of 
them and embrace them heartily ; and Live and Die 
in the Profeſſion of them. This is the DoQrine 1 
have always Taught you, and by the Grace of God 
I mean to Praftiſe accordingly; 

Il. ' The next: thing I have to recommend to you 
from- theſe words of the Apoſtle is Univerſal Honeſty 
and Juſtice and Righteouſneſs in; your Converſation. 
Whatfoever things -({aith he) are tfue, whatſoever things 
are honeſt; whatſoever thinss are juſt; think on thetc 
things. A 

You ſee I join theſe two'' words Honeft and Juſt 


together, as lmportifig/ the fame thing; ' Tho yet 1 


— 
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am Aware that. ord we "oy der 
often uſed jn a0 cations: bg 7.6 
Grave or dh nooe By ace that o l 
falls in molt properly under my laſt Head, I'wave 
here and take the worg, as Our 5aiſltipn refiders ſp 
Indeed ir. is 1p. yain tO Exp e& any advantage fr 
our profeſſion of the Truth, * We T/ riot” = frely 7 


and Honeſt in our Actions. cif th f 

Whoeloever.can 2 elf in the prictice's 
Cote! NA aen ling, Ok coo 
never ſo Orthodox. in his Belief and Oplaiows Op 

Lam, pn ARy is nq true Ny rk has 

O.-thereforg. ler me, zxhorr you, all, w eyer 
tereſts you than y ks Rn | hn. 
are ingagedin, to be always ſtrictly Juſt and wright 
iu. your Sb yerſation. Uſe no Tricks, practiſe no 
ll Arcs for, the l&ving. your ends, but in\.all you 
tranſaRtions with Men, deal with chat Sinplicky 4k 
Iacegrity and-good Conſcience, that becomes thoſe 
who would be accounted the Diſciples of Him who 
wastheamaſt Inngcenc, then pit Sets and the leaſt 
Intrigueing Perſon.in the 

' Aſſure your ſelves no [wat can proſ; 1bng, 
Whatever turns you, may ſerve by it.at preſent, yer 
you will bicterly repenc of it ſome rune or other..” t 
Righteouſnels and Juſtice doth eſtabliſh a mans. wa ay 
And the upright Man,tho heis not always the richeſt, 
yer, always, walkech moſt ſurely. And as for the 
final event of things ; Remember this that God AL- 
mighty has pronounced that no Unrighteous rien, 'no 
Covetous, no Liars, no Extortioners ſhall enter into the 


Kingdom of Heaven, But to goon, B ll, 
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nt © 16 {Mm Dos, 
we "the next: 'thing [ have to exhort onto from 
the wordsof + Text is the Practice 'of rity. "For 
= rudy 3 e hath recommended the purſuit: of 
va are roi and the things that are honeſt and 
Sl adds the things chat are pure, Mea 
by tha Tg we. ſhould fudy to be'pure and BY 
and t ah ny : both in our Hearts and Lives; ;avoiding 
all.E LXC| a gd Leeneh, and Senfualiry, 
; And CR ok it en yenient's mh thar Age” of 
Kin ls and boy ty ER devotion, to put: the Chri- 
ftians ia mind of this : I am ſare'i it Is not-ofil con- 
bux neceſſary to do ie, in' this Age of 6iirs; 
rs y and Debaithery® when" Fotedbm 
nk, Arid all forty PVidsthatare con: | 
pg Purity, are grown to that height among us; | 
end we ſeem, tO deb God —_ 3 by oli inpti- 
denc Pradtice of the, and | provoks into giye us 
up to Deſtruction.  * 
ray God make the whole Nation ety &ply ſecſible 
of We Folly and Wickednebs, 125 well as of the dat 
ger and Jreadful Conſequetcts” "of ' theſe Praittices. 
And as for you who are here preſent, let me belpeak 
you in the Words of the Apoſtle ; Dearly. Beloved, I 
< you us Strangers. and Pil rims, ©to-abſtain'fi from 
i eſhly Luſts, which war againſt the "Saul. "1 belkech 
ou 25 you have any Honor for your Lord and Ma- | 
er, as you have any regard to the preſervation of a 
Senſe of Religion, in your Minds, as yotr have any con- 
cern for your Health, 'for your E res, for your Fa- | 
milies ; as you have any reſpect to the Publick, that 
Effeminacy and Sottiſhneſs and Diſeaſes may not be Cn- 
railed upon our Poſtericy; laſtly as you love yy own 


TT ES 


[1 'y 
Souls, and hope ever ta ſee the face of God in Heaven, 
leatd to-live © berly, learrito lrve*Cha LOW t 

ractiſe Purity and Temperance in all your Conver- ' 
Eon, Avoid Whoredom and Drunkenneſs as you 
yould'the Pliguie, for certainly they are the worſt of 
Pla 5s to them chat.uſe chem*: ' For ocher Plagues d> 
only put onr Bodies in danger, bur theſe do endanger 
4's 6 our Souls and Bodies. Nay as to the one ([ 
mean 65080) Fw will prove certain inevitable 
Deſtruction without Repentance and Reformation. ' 
[ know theſe things are made flight Matters of by 
a great many among us. Bur affuxe your ſelves God 
wil hot account them lo;- it is certain he will not, -if 


we believe his Word ; for it is there told us ex+ 


ma 
L eſly XP Whoremongers and Adulterers God will judge. 
| Lend withal, that neither Adulterers, nor Fornicators, nor 


unclean Perfons, nor Drunkards ſhall ever nberit the King- 
dom of God or of Chriſt. ' - 1 

IV, I proceed to the laſt Head of Advice thar is gi- 
ven in my Text. . The Apoſtle having iinſtanced-in 
Three things neceſſary to be daily chowghe 4ipon and 
join by all Chriſtians, viz, Truthand Fmeſty and 


«rity, leaves oft to meddle any farther with particu- 


Jars, and*ſums up the reſt of his Advice in generals. 


And that fiim'comes to this, that as we are Chriſtians 
we ſhould not onlytake care of the three forementio- 
ned things, bur ſhould make it our buſineſs to im- 


prove our ſelves in every other ſort of Virtue; nay in 


every other ſort of thing that is Praiſe-wortby, ' of that 
is well eſteemed of among Mankind. So that really 
it ſhould bethe endeavor of our Lives to render our 


ſelves as $xcellenc and as exemplary for all forts of a- 


2 miable 
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"This rake to. bethe full inning of thoſe Funke ex, 


profliens gs low, Yo 6F6,. Br bao thin 
hy it pi a Are 0, good report, if oy 
any Pirtue, , if there. beany rae think of of theſe things. 


"And now Brethren, lee fram he Fe he _98, Ob- 
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mighty ces made,ay, — 
ef: Youmult i RIP e -\. xt in = 
f cheſe great; Ad yancages,, great! 0gs. a expeRted 
2 YOU, tt * 10) ty 

., Tt will not fatisfie. your Lagann, pAee .you ido 
believe, and profeſs t the Ars that. you Fol no wrony 
19, Urs, Ou Are.n iven, to 
UA NES Drunkennels MIS —_ ee As 
the. World 9css, are very great things, and. could all 
that, profels Cirſſuony, reuly lay-chis\ of chem- 

AVG we ſhould i ore & Heaven: ppon Earth), Bur 
your: Carieijpny, q bligrs you. tc pure af afrer , greater 
things; you. mult, get your lelycs poſſeſled of the 
whole Circle i, Virtues; you. muſt be Kind and Cþa- 
ritable,as well as Juſt and { Ehuft, you, mulk be Mods/? 
and Meck and Humble, as well as Temperate and Chaſt 
| Nay not only ſo., bur you are to.labour after all 
theſe Everal Vixrues,. in, he full Latuude and Extent 
of them, even to that degree. that every thing which 
hath but the appearance of Evil is to be avoided by you. 
You axe not oaly to abſtain. from Acts. of. Igjuſtice, 
bur even from doing a hard ching to. any, one ;. you 


are not pay 6 to keep. Your ſelves wichin the known 
TL + 
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Limits of Temperance-and, Chaſtity, but to avoid 
alk: chaſe things har border upon che .Vices oppoſite 
thexeunto, and {o as-to all other inſtances; If a thing 
be of it Report, and looks infamoully to: the ſober 
part.of, Mankind,” why that very Conſideration is c- 
nough-to-derer you from the Practice of ir; For. you 
are to recommend.your Religion. to all the Men in 
the World, by allche ways that are polible. 
:\Ina:Word you axe tocadeavar to be as free from 
blame-in your whole Conyerſation as you poſlibly 
canyand nor only ſo,but to be as good, and to do as 
much good as your Circumſtances will allow you. 
This novy is to: be a Chriſtian indeed ; by thus en- 


| aatacrng, > uly, walk worthy of chat high and 
Y 


heavenly: Calling, wherewith. you are called, and 
you do. (as the. Apoſtle adviſes). adorn the Doftrine of 


Gad: in all things; and: happy, ;extreamly happy are 


they. that dothus, for. great is their Reward, : - Great 
even in this Wofld in the ſolid Peace and Aſſurance 
of \Gods Favor which they here enjoy, and which in- 


deed far excteds all che Blefingschar the Earth can af- 


ford; but exceedingly great in the Life ro come, 
when Jeſus Chriſt ſhall come with all the Powers-. 
of Heaven. to. do Honox.to thole that have. thus here 


. honoured him. : 


Thus have I gone through all the parts of my Text, 
but I'do-not think that I ought fo to leave it, I have 
ven you an account of the things that St, Paul hath 


- here-directed us to, to. be the main purſuir of our 


Lives. BuclI think likewile ic will be or 2h to ſpeak 


| - ſomething of che Methods of that purſuir, or the 
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[14] 
means which we are to obſerve, if we would practiſe 
this Text; and'here T am to begin anew with: my 
Advices. Several things T have to repreſent'upon 
this'Occaſion and to exhortyouto. I am not much 
ſolicitous, whether they ſtrictly belong tomy Arga- 
ment'or no. Bur Ideſireto leave them with you, 
as things thatI Judge to be yery uſeful,'and which 1 
wiſh may be ever remembred by you. 

And the Firſt thing I would exhort you 4o-is this, 
That you would endeavour to poſſeſs your Minds © with ' 
hearty Senſe of God Almighty, and the abſolute Neceſſity 
of being ſeriouſly Religious. 

I do not mention this, as if I thought there was any 
need co caution you againſt Atheiſm or Infidelity, for-I 
'hope not many among us are inclined that way. 
Mankind are naturally diſpoſed to believe a God 
and Religion, and {ince through God's Bleſling' it is 
"Chriſtianity that is the Religion of our , and 
in winch we have been all cpa _ nan 

Atheiſt or an lamong us, to bea ſort of Prodigy, 
a fn ior Cveieble ; | vaſtly different bows 
«thofe of his own Kind. - 
But here isthe thing. Though moſt of us profeſs 
Religion and the true Religion, yet many of | us 
have no. lively or hearty Senfe of ic. We uſeReli- 
gion as we do our Cloths. They are very convenient, 


nay perhaps neceſſary, andtherefore we wearthem, | 


and for the particularform or modeof them we fol- 


"ow, as to that, the Cuſtom of the Countrey where | 
we live. Yet as the Cloths we wear do not alter the | 


Complexion orFeatures of our Body, fo' neither doth 


— u— 
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_ the; Religion we Protels * he” aftect the Temper of our 

mM Souls. We ſerve our ſelves in both Caſes of the outward Con- 
4 ienci be had by them, ſtill che 
4 yeniencies thatare to be had by them, but we are ſtil] che ſame 

- to:0ur Perſons both as outward and inward Lineaments. 


- i Bur alas this is a very ſorry way'of being Religious 
bY and will do us no great kindneſs. We may perhaps reap 
ſome ſecular advantages by ic, but yet even the very trouble 

' and painsit puts us to, do equal the Convyeniencies we have 
| from.it. The Men that live thus, are juſt ſerved like thoſe 
Tab that work in rich Mines. They are daily imploied about 
' Gold andSilyer or Gems, and they work hard, and they 

have their days wages for their Labour, bur they are not a 
ny | whit the richer for the Treaſures that come into their hands, 
| Your Religion will never ſerve you to any extraordinary 

wy. purpoles, till your Hearts be affected with it as well as your 
od Underſtandings, Let me therefore adviſe you, as you love 
either your Happinels in this World, or inthe next, make it 


1d your principal care to get a lively and vigorous Senſe of God 
= impreſſed upon your Minds. And look uponic asthe greateſt 
y, Intexelt you. haye toicarry on, Sane Buſineſs. you have 
< to g9'in-this World ( as it really is) to approve your {elves 
tothis God by a fincere endeavour in all your Converſation, 
> to walk as his Son Jeſus Chriſt hath taught you,, If you do 
ul chis, you will certainly find the Sweer and Comfort of it 
2 both here and hereafter, 
t, When all is ſaid, it isa vain thing for any man to expect 
d./þ a tolerable eaſic paſſage through this. World, unlels he have 
1. the Hopes of Gods Favour to lupport hina under the Multi- 
e >} Ttudeof evil Accidents which the State of Humane Lite will 
e | neceſlarily expoſe him to. And as for the other World, with- 
h out thele Hopes he is perfectly loſt: And to be able to cn- 


certain any rational Hopes of God's Bleſſing and Favour, 1s 
a 


— 
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a very vain thing likewiſe, unleſs we make it our buſineſs 


with our whole Hearts and Souls to ſerve and pleaſe and 
obey Him. , 

Thereare a great many Rules and Maxims that we uſe 
ro give to our Friends or 'our Ohildren'for the making their 
Fortunes, and I cannot deny but they are exceeding good 
ones, "Thus for inſtance, we adviſe them to get a true un- 
derſtanding of their Buſineſs, and'to purſue ic diligently, 
to keep' out of 4ll Company, to avoid Drinking or Ga- 
ming and Lewdneſs, and to ſtudy the Tempers and Hu- 
mors of Mankind, - and to learn-to apply themſelves dex- 
teroully to'thoſe they have occation to converſe with ;| why 
theſe and'ſuch' others are excellent Rules and moſt worthy 
of all Men to be ftudied and praiſed, Bur till there 
15 one Rule above'all theſe,” and without which all the 0- 
ther will-fignifie vety little rothe making a Mans Life ea- 
fie and comfortable; and thar is to preſerve a lively fenſe of 
God upon” our Spirits, to have his Fear always before our 
Eyes, to love him'above all things, -to_ value his Favor 
amore than Life, and-to dread his Diſpleaſure as the-worſt 
'of Evils. If we can bur once get our Souls into this frame, 
-we have done our Buſineſs both for this World and for Erer- 
nity ; All the other particular Rules and Advices will be in 
a great” meaſure ſuperfluous; for he that is poſleſled of this 
good Principle will of courſe naturally fall into the practice 
of them. And befides this Fear and Love of God in our 
Hearts, as it is the moſt effe&tual means, according to the 
uſual Diſpoſition of the Divine Providence, to pur us into 
good Circumſtances of Living ; fo it is the only means of 
making our Circumſtances happy to us, if they be good; 


| .orof making them cafe and ſupportable, if they be bad. 


I do 
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[17] 
- Ido therefore moſt , earneſtly. recommend it 
ro you, 'as you delire that either you or yours 
way proſper, nay, as you would not be very mi- 
ſerables. - not,contentcd with aſuperfaczal out- 
fide Religion, but affect your minds as.deeply as 
is -poſlible with a ſenſe of God, and what you 
owe to him ;. and endeavour to impreſs the ſame 
ſenſe upon your Exicnds and Children, and all 
that are ' about you. The truth of it 1s, ſo much 
doth our preſent happineſs, as well as our fu- 
ture; depend upon this belief of God, and love 
to him, and:hopes of his favour;; that were it 
not for this, the, preſent World with all cheima- 
g1nary plcaſures and glories of it would appear 
r0.all wiſe and good men, not only an empty 
dull; unſatisfactory place, but, a diſmal melan- 
choly: priſon. If it was luppos'd that all things 
here, were the cfic&s of blind Chance, or fatal 
Neccſluy, .and that there, were no Wiſdom and 
Goodnels that did preſide. over the World, or 
cook care .of Mankind; no conſidering man 
could. deſire to liyc here, 
-  Tho\Secard ching.I would leaye with you, is 
Teclcat Alte JO ba 80T, into.your minds a 
hearty lence © Go oy nnd hs and his 
prelcnce and goodnelsz ſg as;that. you-mean to 
{pe ploy of Yong liyes,tq recommend 
ygur. {clvcsto, him: you, wouldjnghencoxeplace, 
take care to keep up that ſenſe by..@.-conftant and 
daily Worſhip of him. C For 
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 ForGod'sTake;/and for your owh'Sbhk file, 
donor neghett your "Prayers; bu miſt never 
think charGod' will bleſs you, ' if youdo not 
make a- Conſcience of daily'(pay jng/Piga Your 
tribute of Honor and: Worſhip] 

' Be'ſure therefore, you be conſtine qr your 
private Devotions. As-you every day recciverhe 
renewed pledges of God's loye and $8 ſs to- 
wards you in a-thouſand inftants*"folet tevery 
day your afte&tion and gratitude be expreſs '4to 
him, by hearty Prayer and*Thankſgiving: This 
is abſolutely neceſlary to be Udh&"as Ti have 
often told you; if you mean ito preſerye any 
hearty ſenſe of Religion in your winds. '!* 

But beſides lis 1 havecanother”” thing” Py 
commend to- al thoſe thatlliave Fa 69) They 
are:Heads and Governontrs'or a Sotjery: For tn- 
deed the firſt: notion of Soctety! 1 is _ of'a” Fe: 
mily.” Every Family'18 a little Kitig | 
every Kingdom-i Is orbu ght-'to Be" yp By 
mily. Now 1s 4- ratural; tc, . 


ſhould be any Socicty wpeontht, Ss 1 God 
ſhowld riot be owned! and Wark: NE, ih yet 
woe be En, tof Families 


— 


—  — 


— - - 
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arc:there-itv this Ki O P-5m atratd, 


even if on hoy = C in- God 'is - 
not. {6' erucly/1as Ha ek,” trhjels pert 
haps tt f aron, ks Wa / of Cpt 
- fg Or wearing. (1 nd Had hh Fink 
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\.3 hat jrwrare  comptlain-of: the great{looſe- 
fefs:and vprofancnets: and* irreligion that'hath 
overſpread: the: face of this Nation. 'O!! 1 doubt 
4greardeal ofthe blame of it lies upon the Houl- 
holders, +the Maſters: of Farmlies /ameng:/us;! bf 
they would take betcer'' care: of their Children 
and Servants, andilet them know what 16 15 to 
worſhip God, things would not beſo bad:-among 
us.7Blit how: carr we cxpett>berter; whew there 
is no Religion-cither taught: or practiſed-1n our 
houſes.'\- We. give oar domefticks opportunities 
enoughof learnjngall'our. bad quabitics; but we 
Sq chewy none:of Icarming 'burc:good! ones, if 
wetiave any..-1J 5 27 i EG 1 

They: {ce'us offending: God by: many raſh 
words-and fmful actions ;butthey: do not ſee'us 
repencingy andrazking God's pardon þy- aus ſo- 
lkmnPraycrs ard applications 'to the Throne of 
Grace. Lev 6s therefore ſeriouſly lay this point 
ro-heavto!. Pannifare wehave uſt cauſe rodoir. 
Ledius7 bring:Religiow mro our Families,” and 
hothe:contenretthar once a week ſome of our 
peoplein thar rurnsfhould hear ſomething of it. 
Dera !every day wall iourfamnily together, and 
paylour: commmor'(dvibure: of Prayer and Praiſe 
for 'the-mercics-wo do daily:receivein common. 
-»;Methinks cur Savipa! fremed 'to have a re- 
ſpect to thisyaty:datb;atdeoichargeir mightily 
aponis,-whes!homade: us that gracious _ 
SP. C 2 mule 
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mife that even, where two:or three were - gathered 
together in his'name; | there would he \be in thenadf 
of them. Sure, his words have:moft naturally a 
rcipett to the worſhip of God that: 1s perform'd 
in Familics. : As- hath: lkewiſe tht” very contri- 
vahice bf the' Lord's Prayer:' att the Petitions 
thercof being ſo framed, as 'tor be. moſt proper 
to. be faid by more than one;cand yet'tco when 
we have ſhut ourdoors for that: purpoſe. Bur,- 

' Thirdly, As you ought-to. take. care: about the 
worſhip of God in:your Cloſets and in your 
Families ; Jet mc add,:that!ir-equally concerns 
you to - frequent the (more publick; worſhip of 
God in his own houſe. Ir1s a bad. fign of fome 
very ill Principle or other,” for: any man to' be 
much a.ſtravger there; :Evcn te-haye thehhber- 
ty and; opportunity of worſhipping God 1n;pub- 
lick; is one of the-greatft-bleflings and'privi- 
ledges that we' can- have in this World ; and 
hath.by good 'men always been: {of accormted; 


Now ure, if we have this Nduonof it; weiſhall 


think our felves mightily-concerncd to take all 
opportunities that come 1n-our; way,” not. only 
on. Sundays, but on'other 'days,: of reſorting: to 
the publick Aſſemblies, andjoyning with them 
in the folemn ſacrifice of Prayer and Thank(- 
2iving; and thinking it a: good day taus where- 


10 we have thus'emplayed:obtrfelyes:!; 3 1 


h The Sacrifices of this kind that. weak 
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God with an honeſt and devout mind, we can- 
not doubt will always, find acceptance,and pro- 
duce their, effects; nay, perhaps when our Clo- 
ſet-prayers will not. For there are certainly 
more promiſes to publick prayers than to private 
ones. Tho' yet both are very good, nay both 
are abſolutely neceſſary. But to proceed, 

Fourthly, Being upon this Argument of the 
mcans and inſtruments of Religion, you may be 
ſure I cannot omit the mentioning, of another 
thing, as one of thoſe points that I would;mott 
ſeriouſly recommend to you, and that is the ſo- 
lemn obſervation of the;Lord's Day. 

. Tam not for, laying ſtreſs, upon the keeping af 
this day, or any other, more than the nature of 
the thing requires.  I-amn ſenſible that the do- 
Etrine about the obſervation of the Sabbath, as 
it is delivered by forme Men, is ſuperſtitious c- 
nough,and oftentimes,where it is believed, proves 
rather a ſnare to mens Conſciences, than of uſc 
to make,thera more Religious. Far therefore 
am I from defiring vou to be nice and ſcrupu- 
lous about the Pundilia's of the Lord's day ſcr- 
vice... The Laws both of God and men have 1n 
that matters lefr, a great deal to, your own dil- 
cretion, and. the circumſtances you are in. But 
however thus much 1s neceſſary, that every. man 
who profcficch himlclt a Chriſtian ſhould, bear 
a conſtant Rehgious regard 40 the Lord's Yar 

y 
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by devoting 'it to ſpiritual uſes, more eſpecially 
the publick worſhip-of God, 7 366 100 


I do not nvuchidoubr of the truthof 'the-vb- 
ſcrvation which ſome good men have made,vzz. 
That a man ſhall proſper much better: both ir his 
Spirictial and Temporal atfairs,all theweck after, 
for his carcful'obſeryance of the Lord's diy. And 


1 am likewiſe of opinion that thoſe'men have 
Jucle or no (cen{e'of Rehgion, that make no con- 
1cience of ſanctityingithat day;or thatput no dif 


ference between 1t and other days. Sure Iam, were 
there nothing of a divine command for the ſet- 


ting apart this day to Rehgtions uſes(which yee1 


believe there 1s); | yer it is one of the moſt pru- 
dent and'tiſeful Conſtitutions thatever was made. 
So that eyen upon that account, all-men that 
have'any hononr for: God, or zeal- for the prtb- 
lick good; ſhould think- themſelves obliged to 
obſerve ir. 

' The benefits of it are-indeed unſpeakable.Not 
to mention the Civilor Temporal: conyeniences 
of it; in truth to the keeping ap the Religion 
of this day we owe 1n a great meaſure that the 
very Face of Chriſttanity hath hicherto'beenpre- 
ſerved among us. And were it n6t for thsfor aty 
thing 1 know; ' moſt of us in a-'very few years 
would become little better than Heathens & Bar. 
barians.And fogreatatvinfluence tOwardsthetma- 
-king men bettet, or at'lka{t keeping them'from 


grow- 
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| {crupleicome every-Momth to the Communiort, 
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growing worle, hnth-His prattice always had ; 
that you may obſcrve the moſt profligate men 
among us, who for their wickedneſs come to an 
untimely. end, doi generally /1impute their falling 
into thoſe' fins' which ! cauſed 'their death, to 
their breaking the Sabbath, as they commonly 
expreſs it. But, p off 

' Fifthly; Let me 'upon' this occaſion put you 
in'mind of another thing, which' by many of 
us'is too much-negle&ted. And that 1s; the ta- 
king all opportunities of coming to the holy 
Sacrament: (i rom 2007 0H 
{ T have often ſpoken to you about this mat- 
ter;and I now defire to remind you of it. There 
arz little hopes yow wilbever make anyigreatipro- 
grcfs' in:ycrtue-and holinek; vill/you can bring 
your ſclyes to a-frequent atid conſtant partic1- 
pation in' this holy Myſtery: : Becaule-indecd 
chis.is the-ſolenyd Ordinance! that Chriſt hath 
2pppimed for 'the  8omveying his grace'ts us, 
and inabling us to overcome our fins, and'grow 
— — and goodneſs, /! i 11191 Ol 57 
»dItknow werhave genetally many. and invete- 
rateprejudices as toithis matter. /But/aſſare 4/our 
ſelyes' they arc. meer prejudices and? nv good 
reaſons: Every man that means-and-defisns tho! 
neſtly,.and.cxdeavours/toilead hibifeas I-Chitil 
ſtan' ought co doy;:may cerrainly: with/as hee 


as 
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as he '\may-come every Week to ſay his Prayers 


or hear a;Sermon. Nay, 'and I ſay further, if a: 


man do not ſo-lead his |life, that he may: ap+- 


proacly to- the/ Sacrament every Month, nay. 
every: Week, i nay every Day, 1ft there be occa- 


{10n;; ' am-afraid -rhat- he 'doth 'not live ſo; as 
ro be fir'for it, tho' he comes but once inia 
year, or- once in ſeven: years. For the duenels'ot 
your preparation doth not depend upon your 
ſcrting aſide:-ſo'many extraordinary days for the 
forcing your ſelyecs into a Religious poſture, of 
mind, but upon the plain natural frame and 
ecmper of your ſouls, as they conſtantly ſtahd 
inchnedito-vertue and goodnels. A iman; that 
{criouſly indeavours to live honeſtly and rcbgi- 
ouſly may come to the Sacrament at an\hours 


warning, and be a worthy Receiver. On the: 0- 


ther ſide, a man that lives a careleſs or-a ſenſual 
life may ſet apart a whole Week ora whole 
Month, for the 'exerciſing Repentance, and pre+ 


_ paring himſelf for:the Communion, and: yer not 


be ſo worthy a Receiver as the other.: And yer 
he may 'be. a worthy Recciver too, provided! he 
be really honeſt and ſincere: 1n the imarter. he 


gocs about ;-and provided that he remember his ' 
yows afterward; and-do not fink again into; his 


former ate of carcleſnels and fenſualy. (1) or 
But co'receurn to my point,” Þ do verily: think 
that moſt of the doubts and fears and ſctuples 


that | 


| 
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thheavecontmaonly.emtertained among us about 
receiving the Sacrament, arc without ground or 
reaſon ; and thatevery well diſpoſed perſon that 
hath no otlier defign in that- action but to do h1s 
duty ro-God,and to expreſs his beliet and hopes 1n 
Feſus Chriſt,and his thanktulneſs to: God for him, 
may as/ſafely at any +tume come to the Lord's 
table,as he may come/to-Churchto lay his pray- 
ers. /And if the caſcibe ſo (as I believe 1t 1s) then 
of what amighty priviledge and beneft do they 
deprive themlclves;who when they have ſo many 
opportunitics, do fo ſeldom joynm that ſolemn 
Inſtieution of our Lord,which (as, I ſaid) was de- 
{gn'dfor no other purpoſe, but to be the means 
ot our growing 1n grace and yertue, 12 loycto 
God and':to all 'the World. 

O therefore my Brethren, let-me beg of you 
not to be ſtrangers at the Lord's Table. But 1 
need-not' beg 1r-of you, for Tam ſure you will 
not, whetſoever it ſhall pleaſe God to pur it into 
your hearts ſeriouſly to mind the concernments 
of your'Souls,, and to be heartily ſenſible of the 
need 'you ſtxnd in of the-grace-of Chriſt forthe 


| Jeading 2 holy: and pure: life. 


1 have bur one thing more in the Sixth phace, 


to leave with -you; and-I have done. Ir isnot in- 


deed-of thenature of thoſe things I have laft re- 


commended to-you, thar' is, a-means or inftru- 
ment of growing more yertuous : but it-1s a 
X D 


principal 
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principal 'vertue it ſelf. And 1 do therefore re- 
commend it to you, becauſe 1t 1s at all times uſe- 
fu]; ar all times feaſanable,but more cſpecially it 
ſeems to be ſo. now: And-that is, that you would 
walk in Love, and ſtudy Peace and Unity, and 
live1n all dutiful ſubjeftion to thole whom God 
hath ket. over you, and. endeavour 1n your ſeye- 
ral: ſtations to promote the publick Happineſs 
and Tranquillity as much as 1s poflible : Bur by 
No. Mcans upon any. pretence whatſacver ta di: 
ſturb the; publick Peace, or to. be any way con- 
cerned with them that do; by no means. ever to 
10gage 11 any party or faction, and caſt of all 
any faction. in Religion, which 1s grounded, upon 
a. State-POML: - | 

I am ſorry the poſture of, things, 'anzong vs 
gives, me occaſion to mention. this matter ;; but 
1t-is:t00 viſible to. what a.hcight.our animoſities 


-and diſcontents are. grown, and, what the conſe- 


guences. of them:may be;unlcls there be a tumcly 
fttop put to.them, I tremble to think. 
Withmensdiferences as to their notiansabout 


the Peliticks 1 am.not-cancern'd;, lIetmenframe | 


what Hypotheſes they pleaſe about Government, 
tha I do-not. like: them), -yet I do not think my 
If bound to. Preach againſt, them. But when 
thelke diflerences.are come to-that pals,that: they 
threaten.both the Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Peace; 
there 1. think no. Miniſter ſhould be filcnr. 


Church-. | 


{ 27] 
- Charch-diviſions God knows we have, and 
have always had tog' many, but it is very gric- 
vous' that thoſe who have: always declarcd 
themſelves the friends. of our Church and ene- 
nues to Schiſm, ſhould at this time of day, (ct 
their helping hand to promote a Separation. 
"And yet it ſeems to this hetght are-our diffc- 
rences come. Some pcople' among us that for: 
merly were very zcalous for the eſtabliſhed wor- 
{hip of the Church,are now all of a ſudden-ſo d1- 
ſaſted with it, that they make a ſ{cruple of being 
preſent at our - Service. Nay, ſome have pro- 
cecded fo far' as to declare, I know not.upon 
what grounds, open war againſt us, and ſcr-up 
Separate Congregations in oppolition 'to the 
Publick. ; 
What 1s the meaning of this ? hath! Schifo: 
and Separation from the eſtabliſhed Worſhip, 


-which heretofore was branded as ſo hainous a ſvn 


(and deſervedly too,) ſo changed its nature all 
of a ſudden, that it 15 become not- only. inno- 
cent but a duty? | 

Have we not the. ſame: Government both'in 
Church and Scate that we formerly had * Have 


we not the ſame Articles and Doctrines of-Re- 
1igion publickly owned and profeſſed andtaught, 


without the Jealt alteration ? + Have we not the 
ſame Liturgy, the ſame Offices and Prayers uled 
cycry day that have alwars bcen*- What's 
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there then 'to ground a ſeparatiorr ''upon ? 

Yes; But "the names in the' Prayers are changed, 
anime cannot' pray for thoſe that are now in Anthg- 
rity, as we could for thofe that were heretofore. 

But how unreaſo6hable'1s 'this, when S. Pant 
has bid us'ro pur up prayers and ſapplications and 
intercefſions ſor all men, cpectally for ings and all 
that are in futhority. Dorth hemake- any reftrictr. 
on; 'any diftin&tton what Kr2gs, or what perfons 
in Atithorrty we are to pray tor, and what not? 
Dottr he not exprefly lay, we muſt pray for af 
ren, and for all that are in authority” And doth 
not he reaſon of hisexhorration 1mply as mach, 
it. his words did not * Namely, that we may lead 
quiet 'antl'peaceable lives in all ' godlineſs and bo- 
neſty? | F: 8 

Bur Tpray conſider what this Dod&trine leads 
ro. If chis principle be adomtred ro be good Dt- 
vinity, then farewel all the obligations to, Eccle- 
fiaſtical Commumon among' Chrifttans.” -For 
whar Govermnent 1s there 1n the World that 
will. not meet with fuch Subjcets as are nor fa- 
tisficd with it? and if that diffatisfattion be a 
juſt reaſon'to break Communion with tac Efta- 
bliſhed Church, what Ligaments have we to tvc 
Ghriftians rogether 2? Whatwill become of hold- 
thy the Unity 'of the Spirit inthe Pond of Peace ? 
What 1s the conſequence of tlis; but cndlefs 
Schifnis and Separattons ?- * 'L 
46) ut 
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Brit Gurehee, 1-with theft Perfqns would conf- 
der what ay unaccouttable humour irigta make 
a Renard Sehiſm in he Church, upon a, meer. 
ont Reate.” TT IL tu dig GT a0 ' 
 Gtcit Revolutions have;happen'd:1n;all Ages 
and'in' all Countrics, and-we have frequent 1in- 
tances of themr in Rory. Bur I believe, ic will 
not betallly fotind thatiever any Chriſtians: (e- 
pararci frotatheChutch upon account of them... 
Ml- chey kepe- unanimouſly ro their Doctrine 
and their” Worſhip; and never concerned then 
{ves farther in'the- Tutns of. Stare (how great 
ſbever they were): than-peaccably..to! ſubmit; to 
the Powers in bemg,” and heartily to pray to 


 God'fo to proſper thar Government,and direct . 


all heir affaits, that @ll-their SubyeSts might lead 
gutet. and peaceable Iires undes them in all Godli- 
neſs and Honeſty. 'But when in a Revolution, a: 
Prince' was advanced t0-the-:Throne, that they. 


Taoked uporr to be a'good man, and, an'encay-. 


rager of the Trac Rehgron ; /-1n that calc abey; 
did not oniy rcadly ſubmit: te him, but ac- 


knowledged it as-the grear: bleſſing of: God''to- 


chem; that he 'had' raiſed 'up fach a Man za rule 
over them. This was the Notion, and this was: 
the Practice of - the: Primitive Ghriftzans as to. 
this, matter, 'Þ may tndecd 1ay:of the Chriftians 
m all Ages. And whatever you may have heard. 
ta the contrary, I doubt not 40 EIN 

| the. 
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he wely Dacuine"f cg Church of England 
| 'Eer pts gore {xhort;all of you to be fol. 
lowers of. Peace ; to. promote publick Unity and 
Concord.as much 20 is bollbl ; to $NA, be 
quict'/and. hind yorir own buſineſs; to be more 
concerned for your /Country- and Nation than 
the Intereſt of any;fingle, man'in it;, heartily ro 
{ubqut/to. the Goyernment ;, and nor; only. fo, 
bur. ro thank-God (for :the, Bleſliggs you enjoy 
under it, 'and: mol} earneſtly to pray for the 
Continuance of them 4 Laſtly, never; to eſpoule 
any: party. or fa&tion-againſt, the: Government, 
nar cvcr tobe driven-away, from the Commu. 
nion of the Church, of which you have always 
profciled your ſelves members, by any of. the 


- 


t 
A 


-pretences which ſore warm men may gelt to 


you.This | dare venture to fay.how uneaſic ſoever 
ſome of you 'now may be.in joyning with our 
prayers, You Will at laſt be.ten,tumes more un- 


eaſe in ſeparating from us. For Faction has no 
bounds, and God knows whither 1t will lead a 


man at.laſt. Were there nathing clfe bur the 
Heat.and Turbulency, the Paſſion and Pecyiſh- 


nefs; the bitter Zeal and Uncharitableneſs that 


the being of a Party doth naturally ingage men 


{1n; I ſay, were there nothing clſc bur this, No 
man; that conſults the peace of his own mind, 


would . for any conſideration Icave the pubhck 


Commuinion,and cſ{poule the caulc of a ſeparate 


Intercſt: 


E13 


Intereſt. But.there arc warſe Conſequences than 
thele, "4T0 Wy God 


We. may never feel then. 
/ And now 4 baye done with my Exhortation. 
1 Ne (Hp2 my. thoughts. yery freely to you. 
And I hope you will receive what I have ſaid 


with the lame kindneſs that 1 meant, it... And 


trucly I baye; no reaſon to doubr of 11, after, ſo 
long, an experience as T hayc. had of your Ciyi- 
lity and Candor. Indeed during all the time 1 


-hayc been among, you (which. hath, been now 


near Sixteen years). I baye been;lo kindly trea- 
ted, by, you, and have received ſo many Teſti- 
monies; of ;your Gaod-will, that I cannot but 
take this Opportunity of publickly acknowledg- 
ing my Obligations to You, and returning, you 
my Solemn Thanks for Them. beak. 
I cannot indeed. ſay that I have done my du- 
ty. as I ought, and I heartily beg of God: to for- 
e1vc all my defects. Bit I have this ſatisfaction, 
that I. have ſincerely .cndeavourcd _ in-all-my 
Preaching, to inſtruct you in the true doctrine 


" of the Goſpel, and to teach you the tight way 


that leads to Salvation.. And I am fo ccrtain,. 
that I have not becn miſtaken my ſelf, nor 
nuſ-led you: 3o that matter.; that I dare with 
Confidence addrefs my (clf to you in forme of the 
words of the Apoſtle, which do immediately: 
follow after. my Text: Viz. Thoſe things which 

| you: 


. 
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ji heads KP 421 and ol fon 
« tht} the God of prare'ſbilt be with ey £4 vo 


1 thill Ever bleſs Cod for thar Provideritt pf 
his which'placed'nic mW you's afidasT aj 
always, An do, catheſtly defice "all your' dom 
ers for'me; fo I ſhall always heartily eh for 
you: That God would gaide atid peo 
tharhis good 'Providehee ould alw pur 
over you for Good ; 'that he would Leto i 
on 'you 4nd' your Childreh after'yot all-forts' 
runs, o needfill tid” convenicht for your;,'and 
eſpecially that he would deliver you front eve- 


ry evil work, and preferve you to'his Heaver- 
tw Teh. This God of his of ety 


'Brant, Or 


